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June 1, 2010 

 

To receive federal financial assistance of any kind, including grants and loans to students, all colleges and 

universities must adopt and implement a program to prevent the unlawful possession, use, or distribution of 

illicit drugs and alcohol by students and employees. Buena Vista University has had a substance abuse 

prevention program through our Health and Recovery Center (now known as the Wellness Program and the 

campus counselor) since 1987. The information which follows is being distributed as a means of 

complying with the requirements of that federal legislation. More importantly, however, the information 

will serve as a basis for standards of conduct for the entire campus community with regard to illicit drugs 

and alcohol as well as provide information on the possible consequences of inappropriate behavior. 

 

On the following pages you will find: 

 

Å A statement of acceptable conduct, including the universityôs Drug and Alcohol Policies; 

 

Å Description of applicable legal sanctions under local, state and federal laws for the unlawful possession, 

use and distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol; 

 

Å Description of the health risks associated with the use of illicit drugs and the abuse of alcohol; 

 

Å Information on drug and alcohol counseling, treatment, or rehabilitation and re-entry programs that are 

available to students and employees; 

 

Å A statement of possible disciplinary sanctions which are applicable to members of the university 

community who violate law or university policy with respect to the abuse of alcohol or the manufacture, 

possession, use or distribution of illicit drugs. 

 

Please take time to become familiar with the information. Buena Vista University intends to ensure that all 

applicable sanctions for the illicit use of drugs or alcohol are consistently enforced. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Sincerely, 



 Office of the President Å 610 W. Fourth Street Å Storm Lake, IA 50588 Å 712.749.2103 Å fax 712.749.2050 Å mooref@bvu.edu Å www.bvu.edu 

 

Frederick V. Moore, president



Standards of Conduct  

 

The conduct of students and employees should respect and contribute to the unique intellectual, emotional, physical and spiritual 
development of every individual at the University and enhance the academic atmosphere of the institution. 
 

In accordance with local, state and federal laws, Buena Vista University prohibits the unlawful possession, use or distribution of 
illicit drugs and drug-related paraphernalia, and alcohol by students and employees on its property, or on property used by the 
university such as classrooms at Buena Vista University Professional & Online Studies locations, or as part of any university-
sanctioned activities. Such actions are not only against the law but they may adversely affect the safety, health and performance 
of individuals in the classroom and work place. In addition, such use constitutes a potential danger to the security and welfare of 
others and exposes the university to property and financial losses. 
 

As a part of the Standards of Conduct for individuals associated with Buena Vista University, the attention of students and 
employees is called to the following: 
 

Illicit Drugs:  the manufacture, sale, delivery, possession or use of any illicit drug and/or drug-related paraphernalia is 
prohibited on property owned or used by Buena Vista University or as part of any university-sanctioned activity. 
 

Alcohol: the use, including the sale, delivery, possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages in or on property owned or 
used by the University or as part of any University activity is prohibited except as otherwise provided in the "Buena Vista 
University Alcohol Policy" (see page 10). When and where permitted under this policy, the use of alcoholic beverages on 
university property shall be considered a privilege and may be allowed only if consistent with state and local laws and 
university regulations, and only when it will not interfere with the decorum and academic atmosphere of the university. 
 

If an individual associated with the university is apprehended for violation of any drug or alcohol-related law when on university 
property or participating in a university-sanctioned activity, the university will cooperate fully with law enforcement and other 
agencies in administering a corrective or rehabilitative program for the individual. The university also reserves the right to 
initiate concurrent disciplinary action, up to and including termination of the individual's association with Buena Vista 
University. 
 

A Summary of Federal, State and Local Laws and Sanctions for the Unlawful Possession, Use, or 

Distribution of Illicit Drugs and/or Drug -Related Paraphernalia 
 

A more detailed explanation of legal sanctions will be found in the appendix. 
 

Possessionof controlled substances, such as narcotics, stimulants, depressants or hallucinogens, carries criminal penalties 
including imprisonment up to 20 years and fines up to $250,000 under federal laws, depending on the type and quantity of drug 
and whether it is a first or subsequent offense. Moreover, personal property may be forfeited and federal benefits, such as student 
loans and grants, may be denied on the first offense. 
 

Under State of Iowa and local laws, simple possession is a serious misdemeanor and criminal penalties may include up to a year 
imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $1,000. 
 

Drug Paraphernalia: No person may use, possess, manufacture, or deliver drug-related paraphernalia. Drug-related 
paraphernalia is defined to be all equipment, products, and materials of any kind which will be used, intended for use or designed 
for use with regard to drugs in any manner. 
 

Trafficking  in a controlled substance carries criminal penalties including imprisonment up to life and fines up to $8 million for 
an individual under federal law, depending on the type and quantity of the drug and whether it is a first or subsequent offense. 
 

Under State of Iowa and local laws, trafficking an illicit drug carries criminal penalties of up to 50 years in prison and up to  
$1 million in fines, depending on the type and quantity of the drug. Subsequent violations can triple the imprisonment sentence 
and fine. Moreover, there are special penalties for trafficking to minors. 
 
 
 
 

 



Summary of State and Local Laws and Sanctions Regarding Alcohol 
  

No one can have open containers of alcohol in a motor vehicle on a public street. Violation results in a fine of $80. 
 
No one can use or consume any alcoholic beverage on a public street. Violation results in a fine of $100 and a court appearance 
is required. 
  
No one can use or consume any liquor at an elementary or secondary school or on any elementary or secondary school premises. 
  
No one can be intoxicated or simulate intoxication in a public place. Violation results in a fine of $100 and a court appearance is 
required. 
  
A person under age 21 cannot have any alcoholic beverage in his/her possession or control except in a private home with the 
knowledge, consent and presence of the parent or guardian. Violation results in a fine of $200. Second offense: Unscheduled 
misdemeanor punishable by fine of $500 and shall have an abuse evaluation. Third offense: Unscheduled misdemeanor 
punishable by fine of $500 and suspension of drivers license, not to exceed one year. 
  
No one can sell or give alcohol to a minor (with the exception stated above regarding alcohol in a private home with the 
knowledge, consent and presence of a parent or guardian). 
  
No person can misrepresent there age for the purpose of obtaining alcohol. 
  
The penalty for the violation of any of the above crimes is up to 30 days in jail or up to a $145 fine, except if someone gives 
alcohol to a person 19 or 20, and the ñsupplierò is under 21 the offense is a simple misdemeanor, while if the ñsupplierò is 21 
or over the offense is a serious misdemeanor. 
 
No one shall operate a motor vehicle on a public street while intoxicated. 
 
The penalty for OWI varies depending on whether it is a first offense, second offense, etc. For the first offense, the penalty is 48 
hours in jail and, generally, a fine of about $1,000.  There is also a loss of driver's license privileges for roughly 6 months. For 
repeated violations, the fine can be up to one year in jail; payment of a fine of not less than $500; and loss of license that can 
range up to several years. 
 
Also a person under age 21 is subject to the ñzero toleranceò law which went into effect July 1, 1995. For example: 
 Å ñZero Toleranceò is at least .02 blood alcohol content (BAC). 
 Å .02 BAC can result from one beer or drinkðor less. 
Å Any driver under 21 who is stopped and tests as little as .02 BAC will lose his/her driver's license for at least 60 days 

for the first offense. 
 Å If a driver refuses to take the BAC test, the driver's license will also be suspended for one year. 
 Å No school or work driving permit will be allowed. 
 Å Cost of the Drinking Driving Course is approximately $100, to be paid by the offender. 
Å Subsequent violations will result in license revocation for a minimum of 90 days with no school or work driving permit. 

 
In addition, the city of Storm Lake has an ordinance which bans beer kegs in city parks: 
 ñ10-8-1:  Prohibition of Beer Kegs: No person, corporation or other entity shall have, possess, use or dispense beer 
from kegs of beer within any parks of the city of Storm Lake.  As used herein, a keg shall mean any barrel or other container with 
the capacity of more than one gallon and shall include as well beer kegs or containers which are incorporated into beer trucks 
and/or other motor vehicles.ò 

 



 


