KEY ASSIGNMENT AND GRADING RUBRIC
SEDU METHODS COURSES
GUIDELINES FOR SECONDARY UNIT PLAN

The intent of this plan is to give you an opportunity to translate educational theory into best practices. As you create your unit plan, you must consider a broad range of learning resources and instructional strategies that are appropriate to diverse classrooms in your content area.  Your unit must reflect a consideration of assessment strategies and technology as a means to enhance student learning, and a reflection of curricular and ethical issues relative to your subject area. It must include lessons indicating your understanding of the use of reading strategies to improve student learning. The primary objective is for you to demonstrate an understanding of InTASC Standards 7 and 8 below.

· InTASC #7: Planning for Instruction. The teacher draws upon knowledge of content areas, crossdisciplinary skills, learners, the community, and pedagogy to plan instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous learning goals. 

· InTASC #8: Instructional Strategies. The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build skills to access and appropriately apply information.


To begin your unit, go to the Mid-Continent Regional Educational Laboratory (www.mcrell.org), click on Compendium of  K-12 Standards and Benchmarks located on the right hand side, click on “Browse the Standards,” click on the content area you intend to teach, click on the standard you wish to address to bring up the appropriate benchmarks.  Then select three to four benchmarks which can be effectively addressed within your unit. 

PART ONE: Setting Clear Instructional Goals

After choosing one (6-12) Standard and three to four Benchmarks that support the Standard, determine two to three instructional goals of the unit.
 
As you make your choices, consider the following:
What is your topic?
Does your topic relate effectively to this standard and these benchmarks? 
Do your goals clearly reflect the chosen standard and benchmarks?

PART TWO: Designing Coherent Instruction

Your unit should cover a two week period and must include the following:
1. An introductory activity for the unit
2. Complete lesson plans (a lesson plan format should be provided by your methods instructor) designed to cover a two week period to include: 
      
· a lesson that requires students to complete a formal writing assignment
· a lesson that demonstrates an understanding and ability to use at least one reading strategy learned through the reading component
· a lesson plan that requires students to engage in a class discussion
· a lesson plan that requires students to use critical thinking and problem solving skills 
· additional lesson plans to reflect a two week period of instruction
Each lesson plan must reflect the standard chosen for the unit and must stipulate the targeted Benchmark.  (Benchmarks may be used for more than one lesson plan.) 

3. A concluding activity for the unit.
4. An indication of how the lesson plans can be adapted to diverse learners.

PART THREE:  Assessing Student Learning--Evaluation

Include at least one of each of the following: 
1. One test on the unit content and may include multiple choice, short answer, fill in the blank, and/or essay questions.
2. One rubric that includes a set of criteria that describes levels of performance or understanding for evaluating a completed assignment.
3. One graphic device that demonstrates the students’ understanding of unit content.
4. One reading device that demonstrates the students’ understanding of unit content.

PART FOUR: Demonstrating Knowledge of Resources

Include an Annotated Bibliography of the resources you used to develop this unit.

PART FIVE: Conventions/Mechanics 

It is expected that your work will be free of errors in standard writing conventions including spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage and in the citation format that you will use to cite resources.

















SCORING RUBRIC FOR THE SECONDARY UNIT PLAN

The following is the scoring rubric for your assignment.  Scores of unsatisfactory on any section are unacceptable and will require revision and rewriting.  

Part I:  Selecting Clear Instructional Goals

	Distinguished 
	Proficient 
	Basic  
	Unsatisfactory

	
The standard, benchmarks and all goals are clear, written in the form of student learning and permit viable methods of assessment.


	
The standard, benchmarks and most but not all, of the goals are clear.  Stated goals permit viable means of assessment.
	
The standard, benchmarks and goals are only moderately clear or include a combination of goals and activities.  Some goals do not permit viable methods of assessment.
	
The standard, benchmarks and/or goals are either not clear or are stated as student activities.  Goals do not permit viable methods of assessment.




Part II:  Designing Coherent Instruction

	Distinguished
	Proficient
	Basic
	Unsatisfactory

	
Instructional materials and resources are suitable to the instructional goals, developmentally appropriate for diverse learners and engage students in the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills.
	
Instructional materials and resources are suitable generally to the instructional goals, developmentally appropriate for diverse learners and fairly engage students in the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills.

	
Instructional materials are partially suitable to: the instructional goals, and/or developmentally appropriate for diverse learners and/or engage students in the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills.
	
Instructional materials and resources are unsuitable to the instructional goals, or are not developmentally appropriate for diverse learners, or do not foster the development of critical thinking and problem solving skills.











Part III:  Assessing Student Learning--Evaluation

	Distinguished 
	Proficient 
	Basic  
	Unsatisfactory

	
The proposed approach to assessment is completely congruent with the instructional goals, both in content and process.
	
All the instructional goals are nominally assessed through the proposed plan, but the approach is more suitable to some goals than to others.
	.
Some of the instructional goals are assessed through the proposed approach, but many are not.
	
Content and methods of assessment lack congruence with instructional goals.



Part IV: Demonstrating Knowledge of Resources

	Distinguished 
	Proficient 
	Basic  
	Unsatisfactory

	
The student is aware of the broad range of resources available and actively seeks other materials to enhance instruction.
	
The student is generally aware of the range of resources available from a variety of sources.
	
The student displays limited awareness of resources available from a variety of sources.
	
The student is unaware of resources available from a variety of sources.



Part V:  Conventions

	Distinguished 
	Proficient 
	Basic  
	Unsatisfactory

	
The student demonstrates a strong grasp of standard writing conventions including spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage and appropriate citation guidelines.
	
The student demonstrates a good grasp of most of the standard writing conventions including spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage and appropriate citation guidelines.  If errors occur, they do not disrupt the message conveyed by the student.
	
The student shows a reasonable control over a limited range of standard writing conventions.  Some errors may be a distraction of the message conveyed.
	
Numerous errors in standard writing conventions distract the reader and inhibit an understanding of the text.



Secondary Methods Unit Plan		Page 1
August 2011	
