[bookmark: _GoBack]KEY ASSIGNMENT for EDCO 240: Considering Learner Differences in Your Classroom

Purpose:	To show an understanding of how to recognize developmental and learner differences in children and how those differences will impact your strategies in the classroom	
Proficiency:	1) To demonstrate knowledge of typical and atypical development in children and the factors that influenced their development.
	2) To show an understanding of the needs of children in a classroom based on developmental factors
	3) To demonstrate an understanding of broad teaching strategies that match the needs of the children in a classroom
Learning Goals Assessed:
	Transfer
· None
Understandings
· Students learn at different rates and in different ways. P1.15
· Development in one area may affect performance in another. P1.16
Knowledge
· How learners grow and develop cognitively, socially, physically, emotionally, and linguistically. P1.4

Assignment:	A. At the beginning of the semester/term the class will be divided into groups of 4 students.  
1) Each person in the group will be given (or choose) a parenting style that will guide the way he/she raises his or her own Virtual Child (see MyEducationLab for the creation of a Virtual Child for this course).  The parenting style may be the kind of parent you would like to be, are familiar with, fears, etc.  Instructor: please be sure there are a variety of parenting styles in each group.
2) As you raise your Virtual Child throughout the course (from infancy through adolescence) you will be sent feedback at key stages of development about your child.
3) In their groups, the students collectively discuss and reflect on their children’s development using the feedback from a parent’s point of view.  Reflections will be turned in to the instructor for feedback and credit.
4) In their groups, the students collectively discuss and reflect on the children’s development from a teacher’s point of view as to how the child will function in the classroom.  Reflections will be turned in to the instructor for feedback and credit.
5) Discussion and reflection should center around these topics: 
a. Methods used to determine the stage of development of each child
b. If the child/youth’s development and behavior is typical or atypical and why
c. What environmental and biological factors influenced the development of your child and the children in the group
d. The teaching strategies that match your child’s need and the needs of the children in the group and why you chose those particular strategies for each stage of development: Early Childhood, Middle Childhood and Adolescence
B.  Write a paper reflecting on your knowledge of the developmental theory and the experiences with each of the virtual children in your group to describe how you will recognize and address the needs of your students in your classroom (based on developmental factors).   (Hint: your group notes and reflections will be valuable to you).
C. Paper Guidelines
· 4-6 pages
· Use APA style
· No abstract is required
· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  is a source for APA style writing that you can use for this paper
D. Upload paper to LiveText
E. Grading: This assignment will be 25% of the student’s final grade.
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